at about A = 520 nm (filter-set-position I, A = 365 nm exciting light). (Fig. 4) . This fluorescence is about 15 times weaker than that of the collagen bundles stained at pH 2.8 and measured at the same wavelength.
The collagen bundles showed deep blue fluorescence with an emission peak at A = 470 nm. By using the filter set at position IV (A = 546/547 nm exciting light) the elastic fibers showed a very strong red fluorescence with a maximum value detected at one of the monochromator ruler extremities; A 700 nm. The fluorescence of the elastic fibers at a pH of 8.2 is about 4-5 times more intense than that of same fibers stained at pH 2.8. Table I 
